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Refining Our Relationship with Wealth: The Path to Simcha in Adar

This week we read Parshas Mishpatim. It is also Shabbos Mevorchim Rosh Chodesh Adar and Parshas Shekalim. At first
glance these themes seem unrelated. Civil law, the joy of Adar, and the mitzvah of 7j7win n'¥nn appear to stand apart. Yet
upon deeper reflection a powerful and unified message emerges.

Let us begin with several questions.

First, Chazal (Taanis 29a) teach us, nNnw2 1210 1TN D121WN when Adar enters, one must increase in simcha.. What does it
mean to increase happiness? Happiness appears to be an emotion. Either one feels happy or one does not. If someone is
struggling, how can we tell him to simply become more joyful?

Second, each month corresponds to a specific shevet. 1"72171 112N {7IT¥ N explains that the shevet connected to Adar is "7nDa.
What is the relationship between Shevet Naftali and the theme of Adar?

Third, in Parshas Shekalim every Jew gives exactly a 77win n'xnn, no more and no less (10:7 ninw). Why specifically half a
coin? The Torah generally emphasizes completeness and wholeness. Why highlight incompleteness here?

Finally, we must consider the structure of the Torah itself. Immediately following n1Imn N'73j7 in Parshas Yisro one might
expect the Torah to proceed to lofty subjects like building the Mishkan in Parshas Terumah. Instead the Torah turns to
practical civil law. Theft, damages, and the laws of an M2y Tav are introduced first. Why address monetary and legal
responsibility before discussing spiritual grandeur?

To answer the last question, the 0"n yon explains that the Torah is teaching a foundational principle. Before a Jew can build
a Mishkan his financial conduct must be pure. Theft or dishonest gain undermine the very essence of holiness. The Torah
demonstrates that integrity in money precedes even the building of Hashem’s dwelling place. A person who steals distorts
his perspective on wealth and purpose. Therefore the Torah first establishes a healthy hashkafah toward money.

This brings us to Shevet '7n91. The Netzviv in 12T j7nVn explains on pasuk in (12:17) 212N NNTI that says N7N11 IX1 VAW '7No]
'n N1 that Naftali possessed not only blessing but also deep satisfaction. There are two types of wealth. One is material
abundance. The other is the wealth of 1j77n2 nnw. Naftali embodied both. He had blessing from Hashem alongside inner
satisfaction.

But how is such contentment possible? Chazal (Koheles Rabbah 1:13) teach us D"nxn NN Nin 17 w'w 'n. Human nature always
desires more. The answer is that money itself is neither inherently good nor bad. Its value depends on one’s purpose. When
wealth is pursued for honor, power, or status it leads to endless dissatisfaction. When money becomes a 'n NnTay7 7, a
means to build Torah, give nj7TY, and perform TON, it transforms into a source of meaning and fulfillment.

With this understanding we can appreciate the progression from Mishpatim to Terumah. Mishpatim describes the dangers
of a distorted relationship with wealth. Theft, exploitation, and misplaced desire weaken a person spiritually. Terumah
reveals the elevation of wealth when used properly. Contributions to the Mishkan become vehicles for serving Hashem. The
Torah teaches that before we build holiness we must refine our relationship with material possessions.

This insight sheds light on nnnNwa 27N T8 D1d1WN. Increasing joy does not mean ignoring life’s struggles. It means
recalibrating perspective. It means recognizing that Hashem gives each person exactly the tools and mission meant for him.
When a person embraces his role with 1INVl NIINN and learns to be 1j77N2 NnNW authentic simchah emerges naturally.

Now we can understand 7j7win n'xnn. Each Jew gives only half because no one is complete alone. True completion comes
through unity with Klal Yisrael and through recognizing that our achievements are not solely our own. The equal
contribution teaches that value lies not in how much one possesses but in faithful participation in Hashem’s mission.

In truth all three themes converge. Parshas Mishpatim teaches integrity and proper perspective on wealth. Shevet Naftali
and the month of Adar teach contentment and joyful acceptance of one’s portion. Parshas Shekalim reminds us that each
individual’s role contributes to the greater whole.

As we enter the month of Adar may we merit to refine our perspective on material success, to become 11j77n2 NN, and to
use the blessings Hashem grants us as instruments for Torah, chesed, and growth. Through this renewed understanding may
we truly fulfill nnnNw2 1271 1 T8 ©121wn and increase authentic and enduring joy.
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Why do we read Parshas Shekalim, and who gives Machatzis HaShekel?
Why do we read Parshas Shekalim specifically near the month of Adar?

Who is included today in the minhag of giving Machatzis HaShekel?

In the times of the Beis HaMikdash, every Jew contributed a half-shekel once a year toward the communal
korbanos. These funds were needed for the new korban cycle, which began on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.
Therefore, the collection was announced and organized during Adar, allowing sufficient time for the entire
community to participate before the new cycle began.

For this reason, we read Parshas Shekalim on the Shabbos on or closest before Rosh Chodesh Adar, as a
remembrance of how Klal Yisrael prepared in advance for communal needs! Similarly, the Rema records a
minhag to give tzedakah before Purim as a remembrance of the annual half-shekel that was given in Adar.

Ashkenazim customarily give three half-dollars, whereas Sephardim customarily give the value of the silver
weight of the original half-shekel, approximately nine grams of silver?

There is a machlokes’regarding the age at which one becomes obligated. Rav Ovadia of Bartenura opines that
the obligation begins at age twenty, whereas the Tosafos Yom Tov holds that it begins at age thirteen.

The Eliyah Rabbah records a minhag to give on behalf of minors, and even on behalf of a child in its mother’s
womb. Rav Shmuel Felder shlit’a concludes that from age thirteen one is obligated, while giving earlier depends
on family custom! If one does not have a family custom to give on behalf of minors, there is no requirement to
do so. However, all opinions agree that once a person begins giving on behalf of a minor, the practice must
continue each year, as it takes on the status of a neder?

Regarding women, the Magen Avrahamé cites an opinion that they are obligated, but he questions it. The
Mishnah Berurah does not record such an obligation. The Nitei Gavriel explains that the half-shekel served as
atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf, and since women did not participate in that sin, they were not
included in that obligation. If one does not have a family custom to give on behalf of women or daughters, there
is no requirement to do so.

If someone began giving on behalf of a family member due to a mistaken belief that it was a strict halachic
obligation, the practice may be discontinued, as it is considered a neder made in error?
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