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Welcome to our quarterly newsletter! We’re excited to share our
recent milestones, upcoming projects, and insights from our
team. Thank you for being part of our journey.

From the Director’s Desk

Bituach Leumi - National Life Insurance – ביטוח לאומי
Anti-Semitism is nothing new. It seems Am Yisrael are always under attack. If it’s not one enemy it’s another,
and it feels like most of the world is against us.   
But let’s think about this. Isn’t it a little too coincidental, a little too ironic that we, Hashem’s holiest favorite
people, are hated by just about everyone? 
In this week’s parshios, we find plenty of Jew haters and enemies. Parshas Chukas opens with Rashi telling us
(19:2) that the nations of the world mock us and our mitzvos. We are then threatened by a huge mass of sword
wielding Bnei Edom (20:18-21), followed by a war with Amalek (21:1-3), and a bloodthirsty ambush by the Emoriim,
from which Hashem miraculously saved us, literally moving mountains (Rashi 21:15). We were then attacked by
Sichon and his army (21:23-24), followed by Og and his army (21:33), which brings us to Parshas Balak (22:2) in
which we are introduced to multiple Jew-hating nations led by passionate anti-Semites, all too eager to
devastate and destroy us. 
   

And so we ask ourselves, how is it that we are so hated? Why do they so despise us? We must ask ourselves,
what is the cause of anti-Semitism? And how should we combat it?
Some say it’s because they are jealous of us – jealous that we are chosen/unique, jealous of our success etc.
Others say the world hates us because of fake news and bad PR – false accusations pertaining to territorial
crimes against refugees etc. They thus conclude that for one of these two reasons (or both), we are unfairly
hated and attacked.
Unfairly hated and attacked you say? Nothing could be further from the truth.
For as the Ramban tells us in the end of Parshas Bo; “A person has no part in the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu until
we believe that every single aspect and event of life, personal and national, is Divinely ordained, not nature or
incidental way-of-the-world, rather, if we do the Mitzvos, we will be rewarded (by Hashem) and meet success, but
if we will violate them, (Hashem’s) punishment will strike us, everything is divinely ordained.” 
Nothing’s unfair, nothing just happens, it’s not about jealousy, or bad PR and fake news. Rather, HKBH keeps
His finger on our Torah-umitzvos-pulse, and deals with us as such.   
Rashi in Parshas Chukas (21:1) reveals the secret: “Amalek have been designated forever a rebel-lashing whip for
Klal Yisroel, always on standby to bring punishment”. This means that when Klal Yisroel rebel and chalila stray
from the path of torah and mitzvos, Hashem uses our enemies to whip us back into shape. These whippings are
not merely a form of punishment; rather they are used to trigger us to do teshuva. Hashem uses Amalek (generic
name for our enemies) to get us back on track, to keep us in line. 
So we see clearly that the Jew-hating and anti-Semitism is actually self-induced, the direct result and reaction
to our correctional needs. As such, there is only one way to combat it – teshuva – repairing our commitment
and relationship with Hashem. 
In every generation HKBH guarantees our national continuity, by maintaining this national life insurance
program, with plenty of hateful enemies everywhere we turn. Now these enemies don’t know it, and if they did
they would probably retire, but by hating us and attacking us, they are actually helping us continue being the
chosen ones! We need them. By threatening our existence, they keep us in line, and we thus remain Hashem’s
favorite forever. 
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By: Rabbi Noach Peled
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The Gemara (Kiddushin 31b) relates that Rav Yosef would stand up for his mother as soon as he heard her footsteps
approaching. This is the source for the obligation to stand for one's parents. Standing for a parent is included in the
mitzvah of kibbud av va'eim. Many of the halachos governing this mitzvah are similar to those of standing for a talmid
chocham, since both are entitled to honor.

This obligation applies equally to sons and daughters and to both fathers and mothers. Children should be trained from a
young age to stand for their parents, even before they reach the age of chinuch. The formal obligation of chinuch begins
once a child is capable of understanding the mitzvah (Chut Shani, Kibbud Av Va'Eim, p. 287).

The mitzvah applies even if one's father is not a talmid chocham and even if the parent is relatively young (Morah Horah
V'Kibbudim 56:4).

In the unfortunate event that a parent is blind, the child must nevertheless stand when the parent enters. Although the
parent cannot see the child standing, the mitzvah remains unchanged because the obligation rests upon the child to honor
the parent (ibid., p. 62). Similarly, if a parent enters while distracted and is unlikely to notice whether the child stood, the
child should still stand. The purpose of the mitzvah is for the child to demonstrate honor and respect. While the greatest
form of honor is when the parent actually feels honored, the act itself remains a fulfillment of the mitzvah. In addition,
when others observe the child showing respect, it brings honor to the parent as well (L'Rei'acha Kamocha 6, p. 138).

When is one obligated to stand? Harav Elyashiv, Harav Ben Zion Abba Shaul, and others maintain that the obligation begins
when the parent enters the same room and is visible to the child, even if the parent is more than four amos away (Morah
Horah V'Kibbudim, pp. 57-58).

For how long must one remain standing? Once the parent reaches his or her destination or leaves the child's line of vision,
the child may sit down (S.A Y.D 244:9; Shach ibid.:9). As long as the parent remains standing and has not yet settled into a
place, the child should remain standing.

How many times each day must a child stand for a parent? The Rema (Y.D 242:16) writes that one is obligated to stand for
his rebbi twice daily, once in the morning and once at night. The Ashkenazic custom is to apply the same practice to
parents (Chayei Adam 67:7). However, if someone who did not previously witness the child standing is present, the child
must stand again. Otherwise, observers may mistakenly assume that he is neglecting this mitzvah (Tosafos Kiddushin 33b,
s.v. Ein).

Sephardim follow the view that one must stand whenever a parent enters his presence, even one hundred times a day
(Morah Horah V'Kibbudim 60:9).

If the child is already standing when the parent enters, he should briefly sit and then stand again. This makes it clear that
he is standing specifically in honor of his parent (ibid., p. 62). Likewise, if a parent enters just as the child was about to
leave or attend to another matter, the child should pause briefly or sit and then rise. This way it is evident that he stood
out of respect for his parent and not merely for his own purposes (L'Rei'acha Kamocha 6, p. 131).

A child must interrupt his learning in order to stand for a parent. This applies even during Birchas Krias Shema (S.A Y.D
244:11; Kibbud Av Va'Eim, p. 171).

There are many additional details and practical applications of this mitzvah. A wise child will seek to learn these halachos
thoroughly and seize every opportunity to fulfill this precious mitzvah. May we all be zocheh to properly honor our parents
and merit the blessings promised to those who fulfill this great mitzvah.

By: Rabbi Aryeh Gitlin
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